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Gellner simply exchanged the subject and the |

object in the sentence to 'assert the susplclon

of what mlght be fi ctiongl in the .

name, -nation. Surely this rule or law may

test the verifi ability

of any axiom, locate the problem, to &S,
ohgg.gagc the ‘geared’ relation of causes to their

BLIND SpoT

—

Kojin Karatani, the Japanese philosopher, applie$
) - 2 the tern
' ~ ‘pa rallax as a more vivid way to conceive
Kant's constant
shifting between perspectives that can.never

effects? We put thgvehiele of thought in re- - match up. .
.. Verse gear. The opinicnated subjeet takes - They were ‘antimonies of Reason’ since they
things for granted. Opinion produces and contradicted

that which seemed true as a proposition from
their single
perspective, but not true if anotker position
was in a relation. The two propositions could
be equally argued as true but when placed
together were contradictory. They alternate
and oppose each other. Karatani establishes a
‘parallax between them, that isn't negative in

confi rmsya generally agreed reality, yet is’
at base fl awed, or worse still a fravdulent
simplification, black against white. But we
start with opinion, essential in all cases.
The grey area of the law hides @he fictive
operation of opinion itself; how sleep 1,/ to be
interrupted by.dreams, how we interpret, “and 7
discover laws that produce these dlsplace-

ments and i . ALEE . ' ‘anysense. The parallel doeunt negate its ae?\' vy "3

repressed image in the mirror, is not : . - m rather it affi rms the positive of both

may come, W - enough. The ‘either/or’ matrix is N \ poditions as a part of the structure of megaéso

opened up insuffic¢ient Thought is : -#=n. Slavoj Zizek, the Slovenian philosopher,

‘understood inoperative until it opens the \ « further axrgues that in the parallax view, the
impossibility of thinking ¥, ' observed difference is not simply subjective.

beyond itself. A third condition is necessary, . The viewer's altered position and perspective

/ N ’ to make something happen from unoer'tainty \ : re fl ects a shift in the object’s existence itse ¢
= " = Thought itself sees the ‘you, from : e - %“:'. "[..] the subject's gaze is always-already
e this other dimension; as vivid, unique and \ * inscribed into the
unknown _ perceived object itself, in the guise of its
o ; : e i G ‘blind spot’, that which is ‘in the object more
Cow > 24 tiplicity oiNuuee etuafl L e T than the object itself, the point from which
‘ ~ paralle bi P Ai v the object itself returns the gaze"
maelssxon ?Tg?ﬁi i : \ \ (Slavoj Zizek, The Parallax View, 2006).
Neaf iy is an OuClllaT,lOII of an individual, e 8 " il iy
o whioss self g ol A Sure, the picture is in ny eye, but me, I am

also in the picturg' (Jacques Lacan, The Four

image projects two contradictoryfforms in one, , , L " e
5 | v T Fundamental Concepts of Psychoanalysis, 1979.
but which can only be seen one at a time, either” ) : '

| this way or that, in turn. By t:ummg the
limage round 360 degrees in our mind’s eye
[as exemplary in WE Hill's drawingl the \ ’ prcTVv Re
ambiguity discovered by the poycbologlst . ' '
Edwin Garrigues Boring aligns conscious
stability with an unconscious shock to be
Tregistered in the unstable appearance.

Wwhat Freud staked in tthe encounter Yith LN
the double or mirrdred self is experienced in 3
the other’s eye, not ours, the other way round;
whose upsidé-doyn proximity\threatens the
stability of the self/other bprder, the right
. o , ' way up. Unf amiliarity beckons as already ,

‘ v /7 Yl familiar, in seeing our other self, the other
: f ' way round conscious that we no longer trust

our perception to register the Contlnu_rry of
the universe. Tve been here befpre in the re-
turn, but the ‘other way round'. /e remain the
same, but irreversibly changed. T is the other'}
[Je est un autre, Artlgir Rimba CE the universe
remains the same, yet all is unsettled in ‘me's’
3




